Institute of Musical Research

Music & Science Steering Group

Note of meeting held on 15 September 2010

Present

Antony Pitts (Chair)

John Irving (Director, IMR)

Helen Daynes

Simon Dixon

Daniel Leech-Wilkinson

Wendy Magee

Christophe Rhodes

In attendance

Valerie James, Administrator, IMR

Apologies

Geraint Wiggins

Aaron Williamon

The Chair welcomed Simon Dixon who had taken up membership of the Group in place of Mark Sandler and expressed the thanks of the Group for the contribution which Mark had made to its work.  

Matters arising from the Note of the last meeting

Mark Sandler had been due to ask Nick Bryan-Kinns whether he would be able to take further the question of an Intercollegiate MA/MSc. Simon Dixon agreed to contact Mark to find out whether any progress had proved possible.

Action: SD

Update: from Nick Bryan-Kimms via SD The proposal is progressing and is at the committee stage at Queen Mary, University of London, and Goldsmiths – looking to launch in September 2011 as a UoL International Academy programme delivered by Queen Mary and Goldsmiths. 

Further to the discussion at the last meeting, Antony Pitts invited members of the Group to contact him if they had suggestions concerning contributing to a Music and Science ontology.

Music and Shape Conference 2012

At the last meeting it had been suggested that a conference on creativity might be organised in 2010-11 which would replicate the diversity of interests represented at the ‘Musical Body’ conference and would demonstrate the impact of music in terms of economic and cultural benefits. 

Discussions had taken place between John Irving and John Rink on this and other possible collaborations with the AHRC Research Centre for Musical Performance as Creative Practice (CMPCP). Daniel Leech-Wilkinson had, in the meantime, suggested that the final workshop in the Music and Shape project within the CMPCP might become a conference to be held at the IMR in the summer of 2012. It was agreed to investigate the possibility of collaboration with the RMA as it might be holding its annual conference at the IMR in July 2012. Otherwise the Music and Shape conference might be held separately, perhaps in September 2012. A first draft of a Call for Papers  should be prepared for the next meeting of the Group with particular attention directed to ensuring that the theme / final name of the conference is clearly an invitation (rather than a barrier) to wide participation.

Action: JI, DL-W
Music and Science Online Resource

It had been previously been agreed that the proposal that the IMR should host the Music and Science Online Resource currently hosted by the RCM should be investigated, taking into account how this might be done most cost-effectively. Colin Homiski the Music Librarian and Aaron Williamon had reported on progress at the last meeting but in their absence it was agreed that the matter should be further considered at the next meeting and that, before that time, members of the Group should submit suggestions for making such a website more easily editable by the Group and more useful as a resource.

Action: JI to contact AW and CH to determine progress. All to submit practical suggestions for consideration at the next meeting

Update: SD investigating possible practical courses of action at QMUL

Research Training Links

It was agreed that a useful development for Music and Science Online would be the inclusion of links to sources of relevant research training.

National Doctoral Register
John Irving reported that the scope of the National Doctoral Register had been extended to encompass some of the aspects of a social networking site at no extra cost and that it would be ready to be rolled out to Music Departments in early 2011, ahead of schedule. It was agreed that it would be useful for members of the Group to look at the NDR before it was rolled out. In order to extend the NDR beyond postgraduate students registered with Music Departments, members of the Group were asked to pool their knowledge of informal networks and groupings in fields such as engineering, medical sciences, computer sciences, psychology, social sciences, biological sciences, anthropology and any other relevant subject areas. It was suggested that, although it would not be practicable to upload texts of completed PhD theses to the NDR (although this would have great value in terms of full-text search), links to theses which were already online should be included.

Action: JI to arrange access to the NDR for Group members; All to gather information about relevant networks and groupings and email lists

Update: NDR access arranged

Music and Science JISCmail list

It was noted that membership of the list was relatively limited – although the content was often valuable – and that it was not currently being used for discussions. It was agreed that, once the information about other network lists had been obtained, a message should be sent giving information about the Music and Science list.

Action: JI and DL-W to devise email message to members of other lists

Chairmanship and Committee Membership
Antony Pitts asked members of the Group to consider who might in future be asked to Chair the Group. It was agreed that the three members of the Group whose membership was due to end on 1 October 2010 should be asked to consider a further one-year extension of their membership.

Action: JI
Date of next meeting

It was agreed that this should be arranged by email consultation and that the next meeting should ideally take place in late November or early December 2010.

