Institute of Musical Research

Music & Science Steering Group

Note of meeting held on 26 October 2009

Present

Antony Pitts (Chair)

John Irving (Director, IMR)

Helen Daynes

Daniel Leech-Wilkinson

Christophe Rhodes

Aaron Williamon

In attendance

Colin Homiski, Music Librarian

Valerie James, Administrator, IMR

Apologies

Wendy Magee

Mark Sandler

Geraint Wiggins

The new Chair, Antony Pitts, welcomed new members of the Group and thanked his predecessor in the role, Daniel Leech-Wilkinson, for all that he had achieved.

Matters arising from the Note of the last meeting

The postcard publicising the Music and Science Online website had not been reprinted as the future of the site was still under consideration.

No further details were available about a possible LCACE project on the benefits of singing and, in the circumstances, it appeared unlikely that collaboration would be possible.

Mark Sandler had been due to ask Nick Bryan-Kinns whether he would be able to take further the question of an Intercollegiate MA/MSc. As he was unable to attend the meeting, this matter would be deferred until the next meeting.

John Irving provided an update on the project to establish a National Doctoral Register in music. It was expected that it would be ready for trialling in March 2010 following consultation with the IMR’s pilot partners. The need to include students working outside university departments of music was reaffirmed.  It was suggested that non-doctoral research projects might also be included for better cross-checking of research subjects.

It continued to appear unlikely that interdisciplinary groups could be accommodated within the structure of www.academia.edu.

The keynote presentations from the conference on The Musical Body: Gesture, Representation and Ergonomics in Performance held in April were available on the IMR website.

Music and Science publicity material had been included in the delegate packs for the e-Science for Musicology event held at the e-Science Institute in Edinburgh in July.

It was noted that discussions were being held on the involvement of the IMR with events organised by the AHRC Research Centre for Musical Performance as Creative Practice (CMPCP).

Music and Science Conference 2010-11

It was suggested that a conference on creativity would replicate the diversity of interests represented at the ‘Musical Body’ conference and would demonstrate the impact of music in terms of economic and cultural benefits. A main title such as ‘The Art and Science of Musical Creativity’ might be suitably expanded in a sub-title.

Action: All to forward further suggestions to JI. JI to discuss with John Rink of CMPCP.

Music and Science Online Resource

At the last meeting it had been agreed that the proposal that the IMR should host the Music and Science Online Resource currently hosted by the RCM should be investigated, taking into account how this might be done most cost-effectively. Colin Homiski demonstrated a prototype website which he had constructed using a blog and bookmarks. A number of suggestions were made about structure and methods of sustaining the site. 

Action: AW, CH, CR, JI and other members of the Group to continue discussions by email.

Music and Science Ontology

Antony Pitts suggested that the group might consider ontological frameworks for ways in which people talk about music and science. Colin Homiski pointed out the tension between database descriptors, such as those used by RILM, and ‘natural’ terminology. AP explained that much work had been done by various groups including his own involvement in the musicDNA project, but that this generally went no further than the purely musical domain.  It was agreed that further consideration should be given to this matter.

Action: Further discussion at next meeting.

Any other business

The Chair invited members of the group to consider how its usefulness might be extended.

Action: All

Date of next meeting

It was agreed that this should be arranged by email consultation.

