Institute of Musical Research

Music & Science Steering Committee

Note of meeting held on 16 July 2007

Present
Daniel Leech-Wilkinson (Chair)

Katharine Ellis (Director, IMR)

Nick Bryan-Kinns

In attendance
Valerie James, Administrator, IMR

Apologies
Mark Sandler

Lauren Stewart

Graham Welch

Geraint Wiggins

Aaron Williamon

Michael Young

Intercollegiate MA/MSc
Katharine Ellis reported that, following a major audit of the central University by the QAA in 2005, it had been decided that no further federal degrees were to be established. Intercollegiate degrees were still possible, but required the signing of a memorandum of agreement by all participating Colleges. One College was required to act as lead and to provide registry and quality assurance functions. While in one case the possibility of a rotation of the lead role between Colleges (thus presumably negating the need for transfer of resources between Colleges) had been investigated, the proposal had not been implemented.

The IMR’s role would necessarily be limited to helping to establish an intercollegiate degree: it would not be able to provide the registry and quality assurance support functions either itself or through the School as students registered for such a degree would not be registered with SAS.

It would be necessary for an intercollegiate degree to offer more than just the sum of the parts already available and listed by committee members in previous documents. 
It was re-emphasised that in order to assess the potential of any intercollegiate degree, the credit ratings of each component needed to be ascertained and a matrix of equal-rated components established. In addition, a dissertation or project element would almost certainly have to be built in.

It was agreed that initial discussions with Vice-Principals for teaching and learning would be the next stage.

It was further agreed that, should the full Steering Committee decide at its next meeting to proceed with plans for an intercollegiate degree, it should be proposed that a sub-committee be formed.

Action: KE to circulate to the Steering Committee a consultation document prepared by the Institute of Classical Studies which set out a list of points to be agreed between participating Colleges/Departments in establishing an intercollegiate degree.

Action: KE to obtain from Steering Committee members details of the credit awarded for each of the modules listed in the document previously compiled by MS.

Music and Science event in 2008
Geraint Wiggins, Lauren Stewart and Michael Young would be working on plans for an event.
Action: All to put forward names of potential invitees with brief reasons against each name.

Publicity
Daniel Leech-Wilkinson had drafted a flier for distribution by members of the Steering Committee at appropriate conferences.

Action: KE to circulate flier requesting ideas for a snappy strap line that would encapsulate what the Steering Committee aims to achieve.

Research Training
The session on the scientific study of music in the Research Training in Music programme for 2007/8 would be led by Eric Clarke and Geraint Wiggins.

Date of next meeting
It was agreed that the next meeting should be arranged for October.
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