Institute of Musical Research
Music & Science Steering Group

Note of meeting held on 18 January 2011
Present
Antony Pitts (Chair)

John Irving (Director, IMR)

Simon Dixon

Daniel Leech-Wilkinson

Helen Prior

Aaron Williamon

In attendance
Valerie James, Consortium Administrative Manager, IGRS, IMR and IP
Apologies

Wendy Magee

Christophe Rhodes

Geraint Wiggins

Matters arising from the Note of the last meeting
No further information had been received relating to the question of an Intercollegiate MA/MSc. Simon Dixon agreed to pursue the matter once more.

Action: SD

Music and Shape Conference 2012
John Irving reported that a collaboration with the RMA which had been suggested at the last meeting was unlikely to be possible given current RMA plans for their 2012 annual conference. It was agreed that suitable dates should be identified between July and September 2012 which did not clash with any other conference on music and science. Once dates had been identified a draft Call for Papers could be considered by the Group.

Action: DL-W, AW, JI, VJ

Music and Science Online Resource
Aaron Williamon reported that as the Royal College of Music, which currently hosted Music and Science Online, would shortly be moving to a new content management system, there would be an advantage in deferring a decision whether to change hosting arrangements until it became clear whether the new system could deliver the desired degree of interactivity. One desirable development would be the inclusion of information about relevant research training. Aaron Williamon agreed to look into the possibility of changing the URL, perhaps to musicscience.ac.uk.
Action: AW
National Doctoral Register
John Irving reported that there had been some delay in rolling out the National Doctoral Register to Music Departments but that this would be done later in the current term. During the current academic year there would be no charge for making an entry on the NDR but thereafter the set-up funding would cease and it would be necessary to charge Music Departments (rather than individual students) in order to cover ULCC hosting costs. Local administrators would be required to identify and add students to the NDR. In order to extend the NDR to students whose work was related to music but who were not registered with a Music Department, group members were asked to help identify relevant Departments. The importance of attaining a critical mass of users was underlined.
Action: All

Music and Science JISCmail list
A message to other relevant network lists giving information about the Music and Science list had yet to be sent as relevant lists had still to be identified. Aaron Williamon agreed to assist with the identification of relevant lists.

Action: AW, JI

Chairmanship and Committee Membership
Antony Pitts confirmed that he would be standing down as Chair, although remaining a member of the Group, and that Aaron Williamon had agreed to take over as Chair.  The current terms of office of a number of members of the Group were due to end on 1 October 2011. In considering future membership a balance would be needed between keeping experienced members (either current or past members) and involving new members including one or more from outside London, budget permitting.
Proposed Study Day on Temperaments

A proposal had been received by John Irving from Dan Tidhar for a Study Day on the computational aspects of tuning and temperament. If it could be delayed until early 2011-12, the Study Day could be accommodated within the IMR programme of events, but if this was not possible an alternative venue such as King’s might be explored. It was agreed that the Music and Science Group should in future contribute one proposal for an IMR Study Day within each academic year.
Action: JI

Proposal for interdisciplinary seminars

Daniel Leech-Wilkinson suggested that the IMR begin to hold occasional seminars where a main speaker from one discipline was paired with a respondent from another discipline within the area of Music and Science. John Irving agreed that, as a first step, he would seek to arrange one or two such seminars within the ‘Directions in musical research’ seminar series in autumn term 2011.

Action: JI

Date of next meeting
It was agreed that this should be arranged by email consultation and that if possible a date in May 2011 should be chosen.
