Institute of Musical Research

Music & Science Steering Committee

Note of meeting held on 9 January 2007

Present
Daniel Leech-Wilkinson (in the Chair)
Lauren Stewart

Katharine Ellis (Director, IMR)

Graham Welch

Nick Brian-Kinns



Geraint Wiggins

Mark Sandler




Aaron Williamon

In attendance
Valerie James, Administrator, IMR

Apologies
Michael Young

Membership

Terms of office
A maximum term of 3 years with a 1-year extension was agreed: to ensure continuity, some overlap of membership would be needed. Extra members might be co-opted in future to provide for regional representation or for particular expertise.

Action: KE to email members about their preferred term of office to construct a rotating pattern of membership.

Regional representation
It was agreed that the Steering Committee should continue temporarily to draw its members from within London, where the greatest concentration of expertise and interest lay, until the remit of the Music & Science Group had been further formulated.

Music & Science page on IMR website
An introduction to the Music & Science Group had been placed on the IMR website. It was suggested that this might be amended to include references to promoting public understanding of music and science, co-ordinating and optimising the existing opportunities for collaboration and identifying and making good any omissions.

JISCmail list
A JISCmail private discussion list called MUSIC-AND-SCIENCE had been established and currently had 50 members. The majority were based in London but there were members from Durham, Leeds, Sheffield and Canada and the USA. At present it was being used as an events board rather than a discussion list.

Action: All members to promote list through their own networks. KE and VJ to post edited summary of meeting.

RCM website
Aaron Williamon had expanded the information pages on www.science.rcm.ac.uk which included forthcoming conferences of interest to the Music and Science constituency. A number of ways of extending the utility of the website were identified including requesting conference organisers to provide brief descriptions of each conference, setting up a register of current and forthcoming research projects, and listing seminars and smaller events.

Action: All members to send information to AW about smaller events and seminar series. GWi and AW to confer about methods of generating and circulating regular digests of events. GWe to advise about possible source of funding.

Events co-ordination
The aim of the Music & Science Group should largely be to co-ordinate events being organised by existing groups and to promote them to larger audiences. It was agreed that the first step should be to inform as many existing groups as possible of forthcoming events and seminar series through the link from the IMR website to the RCM website and, once established, through regular monthly or fortnightly digests of events sent by email or RSS feed. When the pattern of meetings became clear to each organiser, clashes would be easily identified and the task of co-ordination would be facilitated.

Future projects
Mark Sandler offered to begin looking at the possibility of establishing a multi-centre Masters programme in Music & Science within the University of London.

Action: All members to send details of existing modules and modules which they wished to establish to MS. MS to report back at next meeting.

Funding
A number of charitable trusts were identified as potential sources of funding. Each of the Funding Councils had an interest in the interface between subjects.

Date of next meeting
It was agreed that meetings should generally be held every 3-4 months but that, in this initial stage, the next meeting should be arranged for the week beginning 5 March 2007.

Date subsequently confirmed as Friday 9 March at 11.30am
