Institute of Musical Research

Music & Science Steering Committee

Note of meeting held on 9 March 2007 

Present

Daniel Leech-Wilkinson (in the Chair)
Lauren Stewart

Katharine Ellis (Director, IMR)

Geraint Wiggins

Nick Brian-Kinns



Aaron Williamon

Mark Sandler

In attendance
Valerie James, Administrator, IMR

Apologies

Graham Welch

Michael Young

Terms of office
With the agreement of all present, a rota would be drawn up.

Action: KE to draw up and email rota to members 

JISCmail list and publicising work of Music & Science Group
The JISCmail list currently had over 70 members. Methods of spreading the news that the discussion list existed were discussed.
Action: AW to email other mailing lists with a pointer to the Music & Science list. All to email pointers to any appropriate non-musicological mailing lists. IMR to email convenors of music and science conferences to ask that a strap line giving the address of the list be added to emails to delegates. 
Funding
The British Academy and the AHRC were noted as possible sources of funds for web development. The AHRC ICT methods network might fund a meeting and subsequent publication.

Events
An event for which funding might be sought from the ICT methods network would summarise what was currently going on in the field for an academic generalist and non-academic specialist audience and bring together people at varying levels who would not normally meet. An ensuing publication could act as a text book to support the field and might also contain a manifesto for future development. The event could also act as a public launch for the work of the Music & Science group and might be planned for Spring 2008. It was noted that a SEMPRE conference was to be held on 2-3 April but it was considered that the two events would complement one another.
If an event for the general public were to be held, the possibility of holding it at the Royal Society should be explored as funding might be available for overseas speakers.

Aaron Williamon reported that he was working on a potential exhibition at the Science Museum in 2009.

Action: GWi to suggest to his group taking plans forward for 2-day residential event with assistance of LS and NB-K. GW to be contacted about complementing SEMPRE.  AW to circulate summary proposal for exhibition.

RCM Website
Aaron Williamon demonstrated the website. It was agreed that individual seminar listings should contain links to the home series where possible and that an archive section should be added. Links to the websites of major funded projects should also be added.
Work was currently taking place to set up a regular monthly or fortnightly digest of events to be sent by email or RSS feed.
Action: All to send to AW details of further societies, journals, research groups, jobs and studentships and details of major funded projects.

Intercollegiate MA
Mark Sandler thanked everybody who had sent information about existing modules and modules which they wished to establish. The information had been summarised and circulated prior to the meeting. It was agreed that the next step should be to look at sample pathways.
Action: All to sketch out two programmes for a modular MA to be sent to MS by 8 April.

Research training (RSTMP)
Katharine Ellis explained that the AHRC national RSTMP programme was in its third year and that the IMR had been able to use funding remaining from the previous two years when it took over the organisation of the scheme for 2006-7. In modifying the programme for the future, an opportunity arose for the introduction of a general module on the scientific approach to music. The idea of such a module was welcomed and it was suggested that it might be called ‘What Science can bring to the Study of Music’.

Date of next meeting
It was agreed that the next meeting should be arranged either in the week beginning 7 May or that beginning on 15 May.

