Institute of Musical Research

Music & Science Steering Group

Note of meeting held on 5 May 2011

Present
Aaron Williamon (Chair)

John Irving (Director, IMR)

Simon Dixon

Daniel Leech-Wilkinson

Antony Pitts

Helen Prior

Dan Tidhar (invited to discuss Study Day on Temperaments)

In attendance
Valerie James, Consortium Administrative Manager, IGRS, IMR and IP

Apologies
Wendy Magee

Christophe Rhodes

Geraint Wiggins

Music and Shape Conference 2012
The dates for this conference would be 12-14 July 2012. A conference announcement should be made as soon as possible with a Call for Papers being issued in the autumn.

Action: DL-W; VJ
National Doctoral Register
John Irving thanked members of the Group for details of non-Music Departments which might have students whose work was related to music. He reported that the NDR had been subject to further delays in technical development and it was now expected that it would be rolled out in time for the academic year 2011-12. It had been intended that the NDR should be used free of charge for the first year and, with the Dean’s agreement, funding made available from the Dean’s Development Fund for the project would be rolled forward to allow free use in 2011-12. It was proposed that ULCC provide training for a small number of postgraduate students who would then become advocates for the NDR. Members of the Group were urged to visit the NDR and suggest any further developments.
Action: All
Music and Science Jiscmail list
Aaron Williamon had identified relevant network lists and sent information to them about the Music and Science list. It was later confirmed that numbers on the Music and Science list had risen from 211 at the date of the last meeting to 295 on 5 May.
Membership
The terms of office of Daniel Leech-Wilkinson, Antony Pitts, Geraint Wiggins and Aaron Williamon were due to end on 1 October 2011. It was proposed, and Aaron Williamon agreed, that his term of office should be extended for a further year. Evangelos Himonides (IoE), Jane Ginsborg (RNCM) and Tillman Weyde (City) had all agreed to join the Group from 1 October. Wendy Magee had notified John Irving that she wished to stand down as from 31 July 2011. Members were asked to send suggestions for a replacement to John Irving within the next month.

Action: All

Study Day on Temperaments
Room G22/26 on the Ground Floor of Senate House had been booked for the Study Day on 17 October 2011. It was confirmed that the room could easily accommodate a harpsichord. The range of speakers and papers was discussed and it was agreed that Dan Tidhar should put together the programme for the day on the basis of the discussion. It was suggested that there should be an introduction for non-specialists before the study day proper began. Some funding would be available from the IMR for speakers’ travel expenses. 
Action: Dan Tidhar; VJ
Music and Science Online Resource
It was agreed that Aaron Williamon would continue to explore various possibilities for changing the URL and for the hosting of Music and Science Online as the migration of the Royal College of Music website progressed, taking into account any opportunities for the resource to be directly hosted by the IMR. He would update the Steering Group on any developments as necessary.
Action: AW
Proposals for interdisciplinary seminars and other events
As agreed at the last meeting, one or two seminars within the ‘Directions in Musical Research’ series were being planned where a main speaker from one discipline was paired with a respondent from another discipline within the area of Music and Science. The possibility of collaborating with other IMR research groups and networks on interdisciplinary events would also begin to be explored.

Action: JI, AW

Any other business
The Chair expressed the thanks of the Steering Group to John Irving for all that he had achieved as Director of the IMR, noting that this would be his last meeting before he took up a new post at Canterbury Christ Church University.

Date of next meeting
It was agreed that this should be arranged by email consultation and that if possible a date in October 2011 should be chosen. 
