Institute of Musical Research

Music & Science Steering Group

Note of meeting held on 22 April 2008

Present

Daniel Leech-Wilkinson (Chair)

Katharine Ellis (Director, IMR)

Geraint Wiggins

Aaron Williamon

In attendance

Valerie James, Administrator, IMR

Apologies

Nick Bryan-Kinns

Mark Sandler

Lauren Stewart

Graham Welch

Michael Young

Publicity and Website

Action: VJ to circulate Music & Science group flier once again.

It was agreed that the website should be altered to make it clear that the Music & Science group’s field of interest covered the development of digital resources.

Action: KE to amend website.

The number of subscribers to the Music & Science JISCMail list had risen to 105. It was being used chiefly as a bulletin board rather than a discussion forum. 

Action: KE to investigate the possibility of adding an email footer to make clearer the connection with the IMR.

The listing of seminars on the Music and Science Online website was proving time-consuming and Aaron Williamon had to be pro-active in seeking details. It was agreed to review the position in 6 months’ time.

Action: AW to circulate further copies of the postcard publicising the Music and Science Online website.

It was noted that there were three forthcoming events at the Dana Centre in summer 2008 in the field of music and science. It was agreed that possibilities should be explored for publicising the Music & Science group through these events.

Intercollegiate MA/MSc

Action: KE to ask MS to report on progress at next meeting.

Events
An application for a conference support grant had been made to the British Academy for the proposed Music & Science conference in December 2008. Katharine Ellis thanked Geraint Wiggins for putting together the application so expeditiously. It was proposed that the conference be held at the IMR on 11-12 December and that the programme be organised around the two streams of ‘Mind & Musician; and ‘Machine & Musician’. One keynote speaker would be invited for each of the eight proposed sessions, together with two respondents from related but different areas who would be asked to highlight connections and differences between the areas around the topic. Members of the Steering Group were invited to make alternative suggestions for keynote speakers and respondents. 

Action: GWi to provide template for letters of invitation to speakers for despatch by the IMR.

The application to the British Academy contained a proposal to publish a proceedings volume in the BA Proceedings series. If this did not prove possible it was agreed that alternative arrangements for publication should be sought.

Action: KE to investigate alternatives if BA proposal turned down.

It was noted that it would not be possible to apply for funding from the AHRC ICT methods network for the proposed conference.

DLW reported that to obtain funding from the London Centre for Arts and Cultural Enterprise Knowledge Exchange Seed Fund 2007/8 it was necessary for there to be a very strong knowledge transfer aspect to an event. A study day in digital resources which would bring together postgraduate students and the creative and commercial industries might be of more interest to LCACE.

Action: DLW to explore possible collaboration between IMR and LCACE

Future strategy 
The overall strategy of the Music & Science group was to raise awareness of the value of the interaction between music and science. It was suggested that the next step might be to compile a register of scholars in non-Humanities departments working on music in the UK, to be followed by a symposium or conference or series of roadshows. Another possible further step was to seek funding for a keynote speaker at a major conference who would speak on the value of scientific approaches to music for musicologists.

Action: DLW and GWi to consider possible sources of funding for the development of a register. KE to investigate the possibility of the RMA’s Peter Le Huray lecture being on the subject of science and performance.

Next meeting
The next meeting would be held in early July.

Action: KE to circulate possible dates.

