Institute of Musical Research

Music & Science Steering Group

Note of meeting held on 28 November 2008

Present

Daniel Leech-Wilkinson (Chair)

Katharine Ellis (Director, IMR)

Nick Bryan-Kinns

Antony Pitts

Lauren Stewart

Geraint Wiggins

Aaron Williamon

Michael Young

In attendance

Valerie James, Administrator, IMR

Apologies

Mark Sandler

Graham Welch had retired from membership of the Group. Antony Pitts was welcomed in his place.


Matters arising from the Note of the last meeting
Further copies of the postcard publicising the Music and Science Online website would be circulated to members shortly.

Action: AW
In the absence of Mark Sandler it was reported that an update on progress on an Intercollegiate MA/MSc would be available in the near future.
Action: KE to ask MS to report on progress at next meeting.

Events
(1) The Musical Body
A conference had been arranged for April 2009 on The Musical Body: Gesture, Representation and Ergonomics in Performance to be held at the IMR and the RCM. The deadline for proposals was 30 November and it was expected that a provisional programme would be ready by the end of December. Aaron Williamon was serving as a member of the programme committee but other members of the Group might be consulted about particular proposals if these fell within their area of expertise. The keynote speakers would be Nicola Dibben, (in association with the Grove Forum, Royal College of Music), Rolf-Inge Godoy (University of Oslo) and Richard Leppert (University of Minnesota).

Action: KE and AW to contact Rolf-Inge Godoy to confirm detailed arrangements.

(2) Research Training Roadshow
A proposal was discussed for an IMR Research Training Roadshow on the subject of music and science to be held in Spring 2009. It was noted that Alan Marsden at Lancaster was interested in being involved in such an event. It was suggested that other appropriate venues might be Manchester and/or Edinburgh and that possible topics included computational musicology, or computers and composition.

Action: KE to continue discussions with potential convenor

(3) Music and Science Conference
As the application for funding made to the British Academy had proved unsuccessful, it had been decided to postpone the conference until 2010. Alternative sources of funding were suggested by Geraint Wiggins who undertook to advise on this aspect of the organisation of the conference. It was agreed that he would also lend support to Lauren Stewart and Michael Young who would be the principal convenors of the conference in association with the IMR.
Action: LS and MY

(4) Possible collaboration between IMR and LCACE
In order to pursue the idea of a study day or other knowledge transfer event, a suitable arts partner and theme would need to be identified. Further discussions with LCACE could then be pursued. It was noted that an element of the HEFCE HEIF4 grant made available to the School of Advanced Study for knowledge transfer was to be used to provide matched funding for suitable projects led by members of the School’s academic staff. 
Publicity and Website

Aaron Williamon explained that the listing of seminars on the RCM Music and Science site had ceased, as those submitted for inclusion had not reflected the full range of events on offer and it was not practicable to pro-actively seek details. The RCM was currently considering changing the content management system for the website. A drive to increase the number of people registered to submit material for the site should follow rather than precede this change. The question was raised whether the site should become more independent.
Aaron was thanked for all his work on maintaining the site.

Music and Science scholars’ database
The IMR’s bid for strategic development funding to HEFCE included funds to develop a national doctoral database for postgraduates working on music-related topics within and outside departments of music. It was not known when the outcome of the bid would be finalised.
The establishment of www.academia.edu was noted but its strictly hierarchical structure by discipline did not lend itself to interdisciplinarity.
Action: DLW to contact owners of the site to discuss its proposed future development.
Next meeting
The next meeting would be held in early March 2009.

Action: KE to circulate possible dates.

