Institute of Musical Research

Music & Science Steering Group

Note of meeting held on 4 June 2009
Present

Daniel Leech-Wilkinson (Chair)

Katharine Ellis (Director, IMR)

Antony Pitts

Mark Sandler

Lauren Stewart

Aaron Williamon

In attendance

Valerie James, Administrator, IMR

Apologies

Nick Bryan-Kinns

Geraint Wiggins

Michael Young

Matters arising from the Note of the last meeting
There had been printing problems with the postcard publicising the Music and Science Online website, but uncertainty about the future of the site itself had prompted a decision to delay authorising a new print run.
Daniel Leech-Wilkinson reported in connection with the proposal for collaboration between the IMR and LCACE that he had been informed of a possible project about  the benefits of singing, involving LCACE and the Royal Opera House.

Action:  DL-W to obtain further details.
Mark Sandler reported that no further progress had been made on an Intercollegiate MA/MSc in large part because of the difficulties posed by the necessary administrative structure.
Action: MS to ask NB-K whether he would be able to take this further.
On the Music and Science Scholars’ database it was noted that the IMR’s bid for strategic development funding to HEFCE was formally in abeyance, and a recent AHRC bid embedding a National Doctoral Register in Music had been unsuccessful, but that the IMR had won a grant of £17,500 had been made from the SAS Dean’s Development Fund to develop the resource. Its remit would include postgraduates working in the field of music and science.
Daniel Leech-Wilkinson had discussed the future development of www.academia.edu with the site’s owner but it appeared unlikely that interdisciplinary groups could be accommodated within the structure of the site.
Events
(a) The Musical Body
The conference in April 2009 on The Musical Body: Gesture, Representation and Ergonomics in Performance held at the IMR and the RCM had been well received, feedback had been generally extremely positive and the pattern of keynote presentations had worked very well. It was agreed that the IMR should seek to organise another conference bringing science and humanities scholars together in 2011. The success of The Musical Body should be publicised.

Action: KE/VJ to send link to keynote presentations to music mailing lists. KE/VJ to send additional message to all conference delegates about proposal for a further conference in 2011. 
(b) Research Training Roadshow
An IMR Research Training Roadshow on the subject of music and science had been  held at the IMR on 11 May. Thanks were recorded to Alan Marsden for convening the roadshow. Because numbers registering for the Lancaster leg on 12 May had been very low the two events had been merged. Feedback had been relatively mixed and the day might have benefited from a narrower theme. 
It was noted that a two-day e-Science for Musicology event was being organised at the e-Science Institute in Edinburgh in early July, and that Geraint Wiggins was one of the speakers. Formal involvement of the Music and Science group in this event would have been welcomed.
Action: KE/VJ to arrange for Music and Science publicity material to be included in the Edinburgh delegate packs if at all possible.
(c) Music and Science Conference
It had previously been decided to postpone the conference until 2010 but further thought would need to be given to the question of whether a large conference should be arranged given that The Musical Body had provided an alternative model for an event. Action: KE and DL-W
Publicity and Website

Aaron Williamon asked whether the RCM Music and Science site might in future be hosted by the IMR. Before a decision could be taken on this proposal the costs involved would need to be calculated.
Action: AW and KE
Membership
It was noted that the current terms of membership of a number of members of the group would end on 1 October 2009. Nick Bryan-Kinns, Lauren Stewart and Michael Young were not eligible for further extension of their membership. Daniel Leech-Wilkinson, Mark Sandler and Aaron Williamon agreed to the extension of their membership until 1 October 2010. Geraint Wiggins would be asked whether he wished his term to be similarly extended. A number of suggestions were made for new members of the group.

Action: DL-W and KE to determine order in which potential members should be approached.

Daniel Leech-Wilkinson expressed his willingness to be replaced as Chair of the group. 
Action: DL-W and KE

Any other business

Mark Sandler gave notice of an OMRAS (Online Music Recognition and Search) workshop and Daniel Leech-Wilkinson gave notice of a workshop on Musicians’ Perception in Musical Shape.
Action: MS and DL-W to circulate further details to the group

It was noted that this would be Katharine Ellis’ last meeting as she was being succeeded as Director of the IMR by John Irving on 1 August. A vote of thanks was recorded for all that she had achieved.
Next meeting
A date for the next meeting, in October 2009, would be arranged by John Irving.
