Royal Musical Association Conference 2008
University of Aberdeen in association with IMR

This year’s RMA annual conference takes place at the University of Aberdeen. Most sessions take place in the newly refurbished MacRobert building, taking advantage of the resurgent music department’s resources. The MacRobert Building is a few moments’ walk from the historic centre of Old Aberdeen, with its sixteenth-century Chapel and cobbled streets, while in the other direction there is the medieval St Machar’s Cathedral.

Accommodation is available either at King’s Hall or at Crombie Hall; all rooms enjoy en suite facilities.

Aberdeen is easily accessible by air from London and from many other cities in the UK and around the world. A number of budget airlines operate from Aberdeen Airport at Dyce, making air travel affordable as well as convenient. The airport is about a ten minute drive from the University. Rail links are also good: the train station is about ten minutes’ drive away. Further information about travel may be found at http://www.abdn.ac.uk/central/abdn/travel/ and a map of Old Aberdeen Campus may be accessed at http://www.abdn.ac.uk/central/vcampus/kings/index.shtml. 
The University of Aberdeen has a vibrant and growing music department: the appointment of three new full-time staff in 2007 enhances the diverse research of existing staff. The themes of this year’s conference pick up on two of these research strands, and we very much hope that it will provide an opportunity for delegates to explore entire areas of work outside their normal field of study.
The first theme celebrates the acquisition of ‘My Ladye Nevells Booke’ by the British Library. This priceless treasure contains keyboard music by William Byrd copied in the hand of John Baldwin in 1591. The British Library has kindly agreed to loan the original manuscript during the conference, where it will be displayed at Aberdeen City Art Gallery. Gramophone Award-winning harpsichordist Davitt Moroney will be giving a recital of pieces from ‘My Ladye Nevells Booke’ in close proximity to the manuscript. Chris Banks, the force behind the fundraising efforts that secured its purchase for the British Library who is now University Librarian at Aberdeen, will provide a short introduction.

The second theme, ‘Sound and Space’, generated proposals including numerous electroacoustic compositions as well as papers exploring sound and space within electoracoustic and instrumental composition. We are privileged to have a concert curated by one of today’s foremost electroacoustic composers, Jonty Harrison.
When planning this year’s conference, we were determined that the focus should not be too narrow, so invited submissions of free papers. This resulted in proposals of papers that could be neatly placed into themed sessions: these include Opera, Haydn’s Music for Voice, Aesthetics and Analysis, Seventeenth-Century Italy, and Mozart.

Conference Programme

The draft conference programme is now available online.
Booking Form

Click here to download a Booking Form.
Please note that accommodation may be limited, so book early to avoid disappointment!
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