Unpicking the strands: Music resources in the British Library

             Monday 30 November 2009 
 

                    Meeting Room 4, The British Library Conference Centre

Come along to this free one-day event which will help you make the best of the British Library’s music collections and resources.

All are welcome but you should note that the sessions will be aimed at those who have recently begun using the Library’s collections and need access to the British Library’s music resources, in particular, those who have recently registered for postgraduate study in music at masters or doctoral level and also final-year undergraduate music students. 

Timetable

10:30
Registration and coffee

11:00
Introduction (Richard Chesser)

11:30
Music Collections in the British Library (Steve Cork)

12:30
Lunch break and opportunity to view exhibitions

13:30
Using the British Library Sound Archive (Antony Gordon)

14:15
Working with Music Manuscripts (Nicolas Bell)

15:15
Tea

15:30
Electronic Resources for Musicologists (Clemens Gresser & Chris Scobie)

16:30–17:00
Close

Space is limited and therefore advance registration is essential.

To register please e-mail music-events@bl.uk stating your name, institution, and contact telephone number.
Overview of the day

Music Collections in the British Library (Steve Cork)

An introduction to the scope of the music collections in the British Library, including advice on how to locate, access and use items in the Rare Books and Music Reading Room. This session will include useful information to help the researcher when searching for and locating items in the Integrated Catalogue, consulting items in the reading room, requesting copies and using the open-access collection.
Using the Sound Archive (Antony Gordon)

The session will introduce researchers to the breadth of the British Library’s recorded sound resources which encompass all forms of music and spoken word together with wildlife, environmental and mechanical sounds.  Advice will be given on best techniques for finding items in the Sound Archive's catalogue

Working with Music Manuscripts (Nicolas Bell)

This session will focus on locating and using music manuscripts in the British Library and to some extent in other collections. Guidance will be given on using the online manuscripts catalogue (MOLCAT), the scope of the music manuscripts collection in the British Library as well as some information about other databases useful to the researcher needing to access music manuscripts (including RISM). 
Electronic Resources for Musicologists in the BL (Clemens Gresser & Chris Scobie)

This session will introduce you to the most frequently used online databases and bibliographic tools (for example RILM, RIPM, JSTOR, the Music Index etc.) In addition to a concise overview, some hints for understanding some general principles of online databases will be given.

